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are completed and the site being leveled, 
may probably house in the very near 
future several extensive private art col- 
lections. The Art Jury, a regular 
department of the city government estab- 
lished by State law, must pass in judg- 
ment upon and give its approval of the 
plans for every public building or struc- 
ture, large or small, to be erected within 
the city limits. This includes such struc- 
tures as railroad bridges. Already fin- 
ished plans for several of these have 
been altered to meet the demands of the 
jury; small circular arches have been 
changed into broad elliptical arches and 
steel bridges have been converted into 
concrete spans at the urgent suggestion — 
tantamount to a command — of the jury. 
Under such influences as these, art in 
Philadelphia is being encouraged and 
advanced. W. A. M. 



ART IN 
ST. LOUIS 



St. Louis, Missouri, 
will, it is believed, soon 
have a Municipal Art 
Commission. The subject has been for 
some time under consideration, but seems 



now destined to be legally authorized. 
Great impetus was given this project, as 
well as others pertaining to the develop- 
ment of art, by the magnificent pageant 
which was held in St. Louis last May, 
from which was derived a surplus of over 
$1G,000. Plans have been drawn since 
then for an open air Civic Theater; a 
new fine bridge is to be built, and the 
plans for a great central parkway are as- 
sured adoption, besides other large proj- 
ects 'which are under consideration. 

A strong factor in the development 
of art in St. Louis is the Art League of 
that city which is a wideawake organiza- 
tion with a rapidly increasing and rep- 
resentative membership. 

Richard Miller is in St. Louis at the 
present time conducting a private class in 
painting. 



The Utilities Commis- 
sion in Chicago has 
been the first to take 
hold of the invasion of 
unsuitable buildings in residential dis- 
tricts. Drexel Boulevard, for example, 
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ART AND PROGRESS 



had its vistas spoiled by a colossal ware- 
house built on a choice corner, and many 
avenues with building lines to protect 
lawns before the houses, have been de- 
faced by the commercial spirit which has 
secured property and erected apartment 
houses on a line with sidewalks. An at- 
tempt to put a warehouse on the Sheri- 
dan Road in a residential district, 
aroused the Utilities Commission, which 
has the power to make legislation against 
artistic defacement. Hitherto, no resi- 
dence street, however handsome the 
houses, could protect itself from the 
selfishness of individuals among its citi- 
zens, or the greed of saloonkeepers, 
summer-gardens or storage places. It 
is true that it is usually necessary to 
obtain the consent of a majority of prop- 
erty owners, but these, owing to the lack 
of civic pride and the possibilities of 
bribery, can be obtained. Hence, the only 
salvation of a neighborhood lies in a 
strong impersonal power which can reg- 
ulate building lines and the architecture 
of streets by law. 



LIVING 
PICTURES IN 
LOS ANGELES 



The Friday Morning 
Club of Los Angeles 
held an interesting 
meeting on the morn- 
ing of Friday, December 18th, when a 
Christmas program composed of tableaux 
representing, in accordance with the 
master artists' conceptions, angels in art. 
The first picture represented a group 
of angels as painted by Fra Angelico; 
the second, "The Musical Angel," after 
De Forli ; the third, Jan Van Eyck, "The 
Singing Angel." Then came the "Angel 
of the Annunciation" after Carlo Dolci, 
and Murillo's "Guardian Angel." An- 
other of the tableaux represented Bas- 
tein Lepage's "Annunciation to the 
Shepherds," and yet another, Edward 
H. Blashfield's, "Christmas Angels." 

Mrs. Randell Hutchinson of the Art 
Committee planned these exquisite liv- 
ing pictures and saw to it that there was 
not only harmony in color, but also music 
most suitable for the occasion. As an 
expression of art this series of tableaux 
was noteworthy. 



NEWS ITEMS 

The Toledo Museum of Art has been 
recently enriched by the gift of two im- 
portant paintings by Josef Israels, one 
a portrait of the artist, the other a 
genre, entitled "The Daily Bread." 
These were both given by Mr. Edward 
Drummond Libbey, President of the 
Toledo Museum of Art. 

The Connecticut Academy of Fine 
Arts will hold its Fifth Annual Exhibi- 
tion of oil paintings and sculpture in the 
Annex of the Wadsworth Athenaeum at 
Hartford, from February 13th to 28th. 
Mr. Charles Noel Flagg is President of 
the Academy and Mr. Daniel F. Went- 
worth, Secretary. 

The Cleveland Museum of Fine Arts 
is rapidly approaching completion and 
will probably be ready for occupancy 
early in the spring. Mr. J. Arthur 
MacLean has been appointed Curator of 
the Museum, entering upon his duties on 
October 1st. Mr. MacLean was for 
many years in the Oriental Department 
of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and 
is well known to many connoisseurs of 
oriental art throughout the country. 

The Grand Rapids, Michigan, Art As- 
sociation has acquired for its permanent 
collection a large painting by Gardner 
S}Tnons entitled "Evening Glow." This 
is one of the notable paintings shown in 
last winter's exhibitions. The Associa- 
tion has recently had on view a delight- 
ful exhibition of Mr. Symons's work, 
comprising a wide range of subjects and 
showing the versatility of the artist. 

An exhibition for the benefit of the 
Fraternite des Artistes' fund for the re- 
lief of families of artists in France made 
destitute bj' the war, will be held at the 
studio of Mrs. H. P. Whitney, 8 West 
Eighth Street, New York, from February 
2d to 16th. This exhibition will consist 
of modern drawings, etchings, paintings, 
etc., from the collection of Albert Eugene 
Gallatin, Esq. It promises to be of very 
great interest. 



